А 


Hello ag: in! 


When Sasha returns (о thefforest with her kits, she т 
terrified that they'll be seized by а ShadowClan patrol until 
an imexpected friend brings startling news: Tigerstaı 

dead. When we Watched Tigerstar lose his nine lives in The 
parkest Hour, 1 Wanted us to feel something much more 
complicated than Straightforward . relief that Firestar’s 
number one enemy had been vanquished. Instead, I wanted 
us to share Kirestat” SiShock,and even grief that a brave. 
skillful warrior ior had been Killed just when the Clans needed 


pall their best fi 


5 


T igersfar sdemise. Нег kitsmay be safe fr om Be snatched 
by the cruel, ambitious leader of ShadowClan—but at the 
same time, they have lost their father, who would have shared 
Sasha's pride in them as she watches them grow up. Sasha 
is smart enough—and forgiving enough—to recognize the 
strength in the way the Clans live. She’s a truly remarkable 
cat. one who has experienced life as a kittypet, a Clan cat, 
and now. a loner, and been able to see the value m each of 
these. | think we know where Sasha has been happiest, but 
what about her kits?,.Which life will she choose for them? 
Walk this way, fo a windswept forest, and find out. 

Best wishes always, 

Егіп Hunter & w | i | 


FOR A LITTLE WHILE..JUST A 


FEW MOMENTS, REAL L Y.. LIFE 
SEEMS PERFECT. ” RR er Hise 


BUT MY LITTLE ONES NEED A 
LOT OF MILK. AND IF I'M GOING 
TO PROVIDE IT FOR THEM, | 
HAVE TO BE STRONG. 


<s 


WHICH MEANS | HAVE TO 
HUNT. EVERY DAY. 


AND PREY IS GETTING 
SCARCER AND SCARCER. 


THESE KITS ARE MY WHOLE I'VE NAMED THEM 


LIFE NOW. BUT..HAVE | DONE AM I JUST BEING SELFISH, 


ur In ve 7 WANTING TO RAISE THEM 
pare El IN THE WOODS? 


WELL, I THINK. 


«АМО THE OLDEST, 
TADPOLE. 


AS SOON AS THEY'RE OLD 

ENOUGH, ІМ TAKING THEM AS TIGERSTAR WILL NEVER SEE 

BORDERS AS POSSIBLE. RE OF THEIR LIVES AT ALL. ILL 
ES sn MAKE SURE OF THAT. 


“ 


NDERFUL 
HE CAN BE. 
I МОМТ SEE НІМ 
EVER AGAIN, NOT WHEN 
ГМ AWAKE. BUT, МОРЕ 
NIGHTS THAN NOT. 


| SEE HIM IN МУ 
DRE 


EVEN THERE, | CANT BEAR TO 
TALK TO HIM. NOT AFTER WHAT 
| LEARNED ABOUT HIM, ABOUT 
HIS TRUE NATURE. 


| KNOW IT'S ONLY A DREAM. 
„ВОТ IT STILL HURTS. 


ME 


THE KITS STAY IN THE DEN, 0F 
COURSE, WHILE | HUNT, AND AS | 
SCRAWNY AND WEAK AS I'VE 


..MOST DAYS IT'S A RELIEF 
THAT THEY CANT SEE ME. I'D 
BE SO EMBARRASSED. 


| NEVER GIVE UP, 
THOUGH. NEVER 
EVEN CONSIDER 
ІТ. AND IF WHAT | 
FINALLY BRING HOME 
IS A PITIFUL LITTLE 


THE SUN RISES AND SETS, RISES AND і eae с- | — . 
SETS..AND FINALLY...TOWARD THE wal GET PY is 
END OF LEAF-BARE... | | 


: NO POINT 
C'MERE, YOU IN RUNNING... 
BUSHY-TAILED > 


ў 


TER 


«YOU'RE JUST 
“(DELAYING THE © 
INEVIT- 


OH NO. OH NO NO NO, I'M IN 
SHADOWCLAN TERRITORY! | DIDNT 
REALIZE ID CROSSED THE BORDER! 


х | THINK THIS MUST BE 
„THE WORST BLOODCLAN 
SPY I'VE EVER SEEN. JUST 
yTHREW HERSELF RIGHT 

INTO OUR PAWS. 


mm... AA 


SEND HER BACK TO 
BLOODCLAN IN LITTLE 
PIECES. 


LET'S MAKE АМ 
EXAMPLE OF HER. 


THE ONE TO DECIDE WHAT 
TO DO WITH SPIES. DON'T 
YOU AGREE, RUSSETFUR2 


| THINK NOT. WHOEVER 
SHE IS, SHE'S TOO SCRAWNY 
TO BE ANY KIND OF THREAT, 
AND BLOODCLAN CATS 
ARE BETTER FED, 


NO..NO! | CAN'T FACE 
TIGERSTAR! AND THAT 
GINGER CAT-RUSSETFUR. 
| SAY WE 


LET HER GO...IF 
SHE KNOWS ME! SHE'S SHE AGREES NOT 


N | GOING TO TELL EVERYONE TO COME BAC 
» WHO | AM! = 


| CAN'T BELIEVE IT! SHE'S HELPING 
МЕ! I'M GOING TO GET OUT OF THIS 
ALIVE AFTER ALL...! 


m. A 


WAIT, 
WAIT, WA 


SHE MUST 
HAVE KITS 
CLOSE BY! 


I CAN BARELY ВРЕАТНЕ, 

МУ HEART'S BEATING SO 

FAST, BUT | TRY NOT TO 
LET IT SHOW. 


E OM EEEDO N, 
MY CLOSE CALL MAKES 
ME FEEL A BIT GENEROUS. 
I DECIDE TO LET MY 
KITTENS COME OUT AND 


RIN 
Re... A TREAT THEY DONT GET 
OFTE 


WERE FINALLY <Ñ 


OUT OF THE DEN! 
COME ON, COME ON! 


AT LEAST NOT SO 
THE: KITS САМ SEE. 


ARE YOU SURE IT'S 
SAFE, TADPOLE? 
WHAT ABOUT... 


DON'T WORRY, 

MOTH! | WON'T LET | 

NY STUPID FOXES 
HURT YOU! 


с 
OKAY! ILL 
FOLLOW YOU! ...UH, 
WHERE ARE WE 
GOING? 


BEHIND YOU! 
I-RRAOW! 


OH! HAWK, 
ARE YOU ALL 
RIGHT? YEAH, I'M OKAY. | 
JUST CANT CLIMB 
LIKE TADPOLE CAN! 
Sl YET, ANYWAY. 


COME ON, LITTLE 
BROTHER! YOU CAN 
DO IT! 


JUST 
TRY AGAIN! 


O000H-LOOK АТ 
THAT BUSH OVER 
— THERE! 


LETS 60 < 
SEE IF WE CAN 
_ CLIMB IT! 


HEY..DID YOU 
HEAR SOMETHING2 Al 
SOUNDED LIKE 
SOMETHING MOVING... WELL, THERE'S NO 
IN THE WOODS... 4 TIME TO RUN NOW. 


| WE'LL JUST HAVE 
«Амр COMING ; ь  TOFACE IT! 


CLOSER! 


EVERYTHING'S FINE! 
DONT BE SCARED. , 


š 
MRRAAOOWER! ) 


TADPOLE! 5 
А HAWK! MOTH! (4 


N Cia u 


TIME TO 


COME IN! 


RR 


YOU SHOULD'VE 
SEEN IT, MAMA! 
IT WAS HUGE! 


IT WAS GIANT- 
SIZE HUGE! AND 
WE WEREN'T 
SCARED AT 


Í NOT AT ALL! 


WE COULD'VE 
CAUGHT IT, EASY. 


YEAH! IT JUST, 
UH, SURPRISED 
US. 


THEN! YED: N 
г ENJOYED © l. | WHAT IF THEIR SCENT 
“ THEMSELVES DRIFTED ALL THE WAY 
TO SHADOWCLAN2 WHAT 
WOULD! DO THEN? 


TELL US A 
STORY, MAMA! 
PLEASE? 


u THEN | GOT CHASED BY 
т „THINK NOW IT WAS 

DO YOU WANT TO HEAR 1 | JUST A CUB, BUT | WAS VERY 
ABOUT THE FIRST TIME | SMALL, AND THE FOX WAS 

CAME TO THE FOREST2 SCARY! 


ALL RIGHT...WELL... 
I WAS SIX MOONS OLD, 
AND | SNUCK AWAY FROM 9 
MY HOUSEFOLK DURING 
GREENLEAF. ашыла 
I WALKED ALL THE 
WAY TO THE EDGE OF THE 
WOODS, AND I SAW МУ FIRST , 
RABBIT... 


| ENDED UP 7” HE FOUND ME WITH HIS 
HIDING DOWN A HOLE... WALKING-STICK AND HE 
BUT THEN KEN, ONE OF ° CARRIED ME SAFELY BACK _ 
MY HOUSEFOLK, CAME HOME. 
LOOKING FOR МЕ. 


AND | NEVER 
FOUND OUT WHERE 
_ НЕ WENT. 


e DAY HE 
WAS THERE. 
THE NEXT DAY 
HE WAS GONE. 


| CAN'T LET MYSELF THINK 
ABOUT KEN TOO MUCH. 
ГНАУЕ MY OWN KITS TO 
LOOK AFTER NOW. 


AND THEY NEED ME JUST 
AS MUCH AS | NEEDED KEN 
AND JEAN. MAYBE EVEN 
MORE. 


ILL TAKE GOOD CARE OF 
THEM. NO MATTER WHAT. 
THEYRE ALL | HAVE. 


AND TIGERSTAR WILL 
NEVER GET HIS PAWS ON 
THEM. NO MATTER HOW 

OFTEN HE INVADES MY 
DREAMS, 


AWWW, MAMA, 
CANT WE JUST 60 
OUT FOR A LITTLE 
WHILE? 
HE NEXT DAY, 
| CAN'T SHAKE 
THE FEELING 
THAT SOMEHOW 
TIGERSTAR 
KNOWS ABOUT 
HIS KITS. I'M 
SCARED TO 
LEAVE THEM. 


WELL...FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE, YES. 
BUT STAY CLOSE, 


“уу 


AND THEN... 
ALMOST THE 
VERY INSTANT 

THE KITS GET OUT 
OF EARSHOT... 


«MY WORST NIGHTMARE 
COMES TRUE. 


= 


) 5 : 
A SHADOWCLAN CAT! RIGH 
HERE IN BROAD DAYLIGHT, 
WATCHING MY KITS! 


aaron 
š саб MY HEART 
| DON'T KNOW WHETHER ALMOST STOPS 
TO RUN OR FIGHT OR JUST š; 


SCREAM. 


RUSSETFUR, 
PLEASE DONT 
TELL TIGERSTAR 
ABOUT THEM! 


DONT TELL-YOU 
MEAN, YOU DONT KNOW? 
OH, SASHA... TIGERSTAR 

IS DEAD. 


KILLED IN BATTLE 
WITH BLOODCLAN, BY 
THAT TWOLEGPLACE 

CAT HE MADE THE DEAL 

WITH IN THE FIRST 

PLACE. 


HE DIED, AND THEN 
THE CLAN CATS DROVE 
BLOODCLAN OUT OF THE 

š FOREST. _ 


HE'S... 
DEAD...? 


AT LEAST NOW 
THE FOREST HAS A 
CHANCE OF PEACE, 


ANYWAY...HERE. 
TAKE THIS. 


ae 


| WOULDN'T 


STAY AROUND, és ANY OTHER SHADOWCLAN 
IF | WERE YOU. Я САТ WHO FINDS OUT THESE 
KITS ARE TIGERSTAR'S... 
THEY'LL WANT THE KITS AS 
WARRIORS. 


er NE 
TITTEN 


AS SOON AS 
THEYRE STRONG 
ENOUGH TO TRAVEL, 
WERE ALL LEAVING 
THIS PART OF THE 
FOREST FOR GOOD. 


Y0U HAVE 
A LOVELY FAMILY, 
SASHA. 


I HOPE THEY 
GROW UP STRONG 
AND HEALTHY. 


SS 


I'M SADDER THAN | EXPECTED 
TO BE, WATCHING RUSSETFUR 
WALK AWAY. | WISH WE 
COULD'VE KNOWN EACH 
OTHER... 


STARS DEATH 
TS! IT FEELS AS 
WITH HIM. AND 


ONT HAVE TO LIE TO MYSELF 
ANYMORE. PRETEND | DIDN'T LOVE 
WIM WITH ALL MY HEART. THAT 

WAS 50 HARD... 


REMEMBER | 
HO 
AND BRAVE HE m = 
AND HOW MUCH СЫ 
TAUGHT МЕ. 


‚ITRY TO 
RINMY 


GHT, WHEN I 


= 
en 
< 
2, 
= 


FINALLY SLEEP 
SPEAK TO TIGERSTA 


DREAM... 


BUT HE 
LEAVES ME. 


'T KNOW 


I DON 
WHAT IT 
MEANS 


| WISH 
HED STAY. 


HE KITS DONT KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT THEIR FATHER, OF COURSE. 
EINER A TE 
N Ñ) HN, 
A < 
“< 


; ; INSTEAD | CONTENT MYSELF | 
BUT THE TIME NEVER В WITH WATCHING THEM GROW. 
SEEMS RIGHT. 


© 


SEEMS AS IF | HAVE TO GO 
FARTHER AND FARTHER AWAY 
FROM THE DEN EACH TIME | GO 

HUNTING, TOO. 


ГТ) AMES A EN 
Re NY Val! 


Y 


FOOD IS SCARCE DURING LEAF- |: 
BARE, AND HALF THE TIME WHEN 
I FINALLY FIND SOME, | HAVE TO 
FIGHT FOR ІТ. 


ІТ CANT BE HELPED, THOUGH. . x 
| HAVE TO KEEP AS MUCH - =, 


4 „АМО THAT PUTS А HUGE SECTION 
OF THE FOREST OFF-LIMITS. 


AST | KNOW | HAVE A 
A ADEN TO COME HOME TO, 
AND THREE PRECIOUS LITTLE 


e 


"sam 
МЕРЕ SORRY...WE 
DIDN'T MEAN TO- 


EVEN WITH MY KITS 
HERE..SOMETIMES | 
FEEL SO ALONE...SO OLD 
AND HELPLESS. 


| WANT TIGERSTAR BACK. 
| WANT KEN BACK. 


I'VE TOLD YOU ALL 
BEFORE. DON'T TAKE 
THIS OUT OF THE DEN. 


THAT'S FINE. IT'S FINE. 
JUST..DONT DO IT 


\ ü > ANYMORE. 


o 
SE 


А Lh], 
MY OLD COLLAR? NO nu, 
SUPPOSED To SEE THIS CAE Lg 

ANYONE KNOW | USED TQ BE 


А КІТТУРЕТ. 


THE KITS KNOW BETTERTHANTO | 
TAKE IT OUT OF THE DEN... THOUGH | 
HAVE TO WONDER, WAY BOTHERZ | 


WOW..MAMA LOOKED 
50 SAD LAST NIGHT. IVE NEITHER HAVE l. 
LIKE BR: 7 
NEVER SEEN HER ¡DONT WANT HER 
THAT. TO BE SAD. 


SPECIALLY 
NOT BECAUSE 


I DONT THINK N 
MAMAWASSAD S CAUSE SHE HATES LIVIN i 
BECAUSE OF US. IN THE WOODS, AND SHE | 
| JUST THINK MISSES HER OLD HOUSEFOLK Д“. BUT WHAT? WHAT 
SHE FEELS BAD... A. FROM WHEN SHE LIVED М 4: COULD WE poz 
TWOLEGPLACE. A 


WE'VE GOTTA DO 
SOMETHING. 


| KNOW! NEXT TIME 


SHE GOES OUT TO 
HUNT... WE COULD GO 


AND FIND KEN! 


TEENS 2 


6..SHE 
ACK, LIKE 


SHE ALWAYS DOES... 
ANNND 


= 
о 
© 
іл 
== 
ә 
25 
š 
о 


JUST LOOKED B 


Z 


‘SZ Dae & 


$ 


o 


a you 
YOU... YOU KNOW 


WHAT'S MAKING THAT 
NOISE OVER THERE 


JUST STAY 


CLOSE TO ME. I'LL 


BUT IT SOUNDS 
LIKE IT COULD 
BE BIG... 


JUST KEEP MOV 


BOTH OF YOU! WE'LL 
GO AROUND IT. 


MO 


I же 


Ж £ 
AMBLES... ЖҰ ARE YOU SURE THIS 


IS THE RIGHT WAY, 


BEFORE THAT THING 
COMES BACK! 


Т5 
TWOLEGPLACE! 


IT'S JUST LIKE 
MAMA SAID IT WAS! 
LOOK AT ALL THOSE 

TWOLEG DENS...|- 


YOU WERE pig 
TADPOLE. 


HT, 


ZS N 
BP” E ygE CALLED Y 
1 ER BUT DONT s HE SEEMS NICE 
woRgy. THEY STAY ON | MAYBE HE KNOWS 
DEE BIG PATHS. MOST 5% WHERE KEN IS! 
Т THE TIME, ANYWAY. 


LISTEN, YOU LOOK A 
LITTLE LOST. WHY : WAIT, WAIT, HOLD 
DON'T YOU COME OVER F ON! DIDN'T À 
HERE, WHERE IT'S SAFE? TELL US NEVER Mere eet 
THERE'S PLENTY OF EVER EVER TALK TO /) 
2 ROOM N MY YARD. STRANGERS? 


RIGHT. SO WE DONT 
NEED YOUR YARD. 


THANKS, BUT WE 
KNOW EXACTLY 
WHERE WE'RE GOING. 


`A AAY 


МАРТІМЕ5 
OVER, KITLINGS. 
MAMAS GOT A 

NICE BIRD FOR Y- 


NO SHADOWCLAN. 


NO FOX. NO 
BADGER, NO DOG. 


p ЕГЕ 


% 
(| ОН PLEASE, PLEASE PLEASE 
ЙД "LET THEM BE OKAY, | 


h 


SHNUKY! YOU 
STARTLED ME! 


B 
"Т THINK YOU WERE AM, | 
NG BACK! WERENT 5 MY KITS. OOHH..ALL RIGHT, _ 
YOU DONE WITH THIS 1 OFF THAT MAKES A L. 
PLACE? MORE SENSE NOW. | DID 
—< LEADS HERE. | | \ SEE THREE KITS HERE 
; EARLIER. 


"IMPORTANT PLACES..." 
THEY'LL BE LUCKY 
IF THEY DON'T RUN IN 
FRONT OF A CAR...! 


THINK IT'S THIS WAY, 


CAN WE GO HOME 
SOON? | THINK 
IT'S GONNA RAIN, 


LOOK, WE'VE ALL HEARD 
MAMA TALK ABOUT THE 
PLACE SHE USED TO 
LIVE. 'M SURE WE'LL 
KNOW IT WHEN WE- 


WHERE DO YOU f AND..IS THAT... 
LITTLE SCRAPS FOREST | SMELL 
THINK YOU'RE GOIN’? ON Y0U2 


THREE LITTLE 
SCRAPS, STRAIGHT 
FROM THE WOODS... 


YOU BETTER TELL 
ME WHAT YOURE 
| DOING HERE, ALL 
WELCOME AROUND ES = THREE OF YOU. AND 
; HERE! МАКЕ IT QUICK! 


LOOK АТ THIS. LITTLE 
CAT SKINS, JUST 
WALKING AROUND LIKE 
THEY HAD G00D SENSE. 


WELL, SIR, YOU SEE... 
WE, THAT IS, THE THREE 
OF US WERE... 


THEY WANNA 
MAKE US 
COLLARS! 


ARE THEY 
STILL AFTER 


HEY, LOOK 
AT THAT! 


NX 
| DON'T KNOW. | 
DON'T THINK 50. 


BUT WED 
BETTER HIDE FOR 


I BET THEY WON'T 
THINK TO LOOK FOR 
US IN THERE! PLUS... 

WHAT'S THAT | 
SMELL? 


OOH! TADPOLE! 
IS IT MOUSE? 

| SMELL MOUSE. 
IS IT MOUSE? 


SY” THIS IS PERFECT. 
SEE? WE HIDE FROM 
THOSE ROGUES, AND WE ` 
GET SOMETHING TO EAT 
AT THE SAME TIME! 


WHAT IS THIS PLACE2 
WHAT RE ALL THOSE 
THINGS2 


IT'S ALL 
TWOLEG STUFF. 
IT'S GOTTA BE. 


C'MON, WE CAN 
EXPLORE AND 
HUNT! IT'LL BE AN 
ADVENTURE! 


SEE? THERE'S OUR 
INNER! GET ІТ! 


WAIT FOR ME, 
TADPOLE! I'M COMING 
TOO! 


I'M SORRY WE 
DIDN'T CATCH 
THE MOUSE. 


ITS ALL RIGHT. | DON'T 
THINK WE'RE GOING TO GET 
ANYTHING TO EAT IN HERE, 

THOUGH. IT'S PROBABLY 

SAFE TO LEAVE BY NOW. 


IT'S STUCK. | CANT... 
CAN'T SEEM TO GET 
IT..TO MOVE. 


HEY! THAT 
THING WE CAME қ 
THROUGH-IT'S SHUT! HOWRE WE 
GONNA GET OUT 
OF HERE? 
DONT WORRY, 
DON'T WORRY. I'LL 
TAKE A LOOK AT IT. 


WHAT DO 
WE DO? 


WE'RE TRAPPED 
IN HERE! 


HAWK! MOTH! 
CAN YOU HEAR ME? 


7 „BUT IM GOING TO TALK TO 
THOSE TWO. THEY MIGHT'VE 
SEEN SOMETHING. 


SASHA-ARE Y0U 

CRAZY? THOSE TWO 

LOOK LIKE KILLERS! 
LET'S JUST 60! 


JUST LEAVE " 
THIS TO ME. 


RRKHH..NHO DO 
YOU THINK YOU ARE, 


HEY. YOU TWO. DID TALKING TO US LIKE 


YOU SEE THREE KITS 
COME THROUGH HERE? 


THIS IS OUR 
TERRITORY, AND- 


THAT'S RIGHT.IMA ` 
CLAN CAT. ONE OF THE TH-TH-THEY HEADED 
ONES THAT DROVE THAT WAY! INTO THE 


YOU AND THE REST YARD WITH ALL THE 
OF YOUR FILTHY KIND k DON'T TELL YOUR 


Ur ; «ÍA CLANMATES ABOUT 


_ MY CLANMATES 
ARE ANXIOUS TO TAKE 
REVENGE FOR THE DEATH 


WELL, LOOK, EN B á 4 
SEE? IT'S RAINING NER MAYBE IT'S GOOD 


THAT WERE IN HERE. 
THIS WAY AT LEAST 
WE WON'T GET WET, 


HEY...DO YOU HEAR 
SOMETHING? 


WHAT IS 172 


TADPOLE? 


| DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, 
THE TRAIL ENDS 


ППР 


MAYBE THE 
РДІМ5 WASHING 
IT AWAY2 


NO, IT HASN'T BEEN 
RAINING LONG ENOLIGH 
FOR THAT. 


CLIMB! CLIMB! 
YOU CAN DO IT! 


HAWK, GET UP ONTO 
THE SILL! MOTH, KEEP 
GOING! YOU CAN MAKE 

IT, I KNOW YOU САМ! 


TADPOLE, I- 
ICANT’ ¡Ts TOO 


'LL HELP YOU! JUST 
HANG ON! HANG ON, I'LL. 
BE RIGHT THERE! 


{ THAT'S IT, MOTH! 
Қ COME UP HERE 


ESIDE ME! 


CHILDREN! 
COME ON, GET OUT 
OF THERE! 


N a MAMA! IT'S I | / - 
/ o ~ 


HELP HIM, MAMA! 


- TADPOLE! HE'S AL HELP HIM PLEASE, 
N STILL IN THERE! 22 


/ 


x / 


77/1); 


TADPOLE, GRAB 
MY PAW! 


LOOK AT ME AND 
GRAB MY PAW, SON! YOU 
HAVE TO REACH... 


„YOU HAVE TO... 


LET ME 60! HE 
NEEDS ME! | HAVE 
TO 60 BACK! 


MY WORDS COME OUT FLAT. 
E > HOLLOW. IT CANT ВЕ REAL, 
ТА , IT CAN'T BE REAL. 


| DONT UNDERSTAND. MY y ..lS DEAD? 
BEAUTIFUL, SWEET, BRAVE 
LITTLE KITTEN... 


SUDDENLY I'M NOT 
SURE..EXACTLY... 
WHERE | AM. 


HOME. HAVE TO 
GET...HOME. TAKE 
MY KITS... 
MY KITS... 


SASHA, | АМ... AM SO 
SORRY. |, | DONT KNOW 
WHAT TO SAY.... WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO COME 
BACK WITH ME? 


MY HOUSEFOLK 
WOULD, UH... PROBABLY 
LIKE TO MEET YOU... 
GET THE KITTENS SOME 


5000 FOOD... TAKE MY KITS. 


60 HOME. 


NO. THANK YOU, 
BUT NO. WE HAVE A. 
HOME. IN THE WOODS. 
HAVE TO GO HOME... 


ІСАМТ FEEL Anyr 
NO PAIN..NO HUNGER 
GRIEF..NOTHING. 


HING 


ІСАМТ 60 OUT TO 
HUNT. ... 
| CAN'T EVEN SPEAK, 


R MOTH „ВОТ FOR NOW I'M 
SENS TO WANT TO TALK GRATEFUL FOR THE | FEEL SLEEP COME 
THOUGH. I KNOW WE SHOULD... | | SILENCE. | JUST DONT FOR ME. | DONT Tey 
— HAVE THE ENERGY. TO RESIST, 


AND | GO TO THE PLACE | 
ALMOST ALWAYS GO. I'M BUT HE IS 
GLAD HE'S THERE THIS TIME. BE 62 \ NO, SASHA. SAFE NOW. 


BUT-IS 
HE-WAIT! 


| IN THE DAYS AFTER TADPOLES Ë 
m ACCIDENT, | START TO FEEL 
CLOSE TO DEATH MYSELF. 


| HAVEN'T EATEN IN SO LONG... 
ie AND WHAT LITTLE | CATCH, | GIVE 
TO HAWK AND MOTH. I'M GETTING 

WEAKER 2 AND WEAKER. 


- HOW САМ | FEED MY 


KITS IF | HAVEN'T THE TES 
STRENGTH TO HUNT? SA — FIRST KEN...THEN TIGERSTAR... F 


AND NOW TADPOLE. 


I'VE FAILED. IM A Кл 
TERRIBLE MOTHER. IT'S TOO MUCH. | CANT | | 
TAKE IT.1 JUST... I 


0H, IT'S BEEN 
SOMETHING, LET ME 
TELL YOU! YOU GOT 
OUT OF THE FOREST 

JUST IN TIME! 


YOU KNOW ABOUT THE 
WHOLE BLOODCLAN 
THING, HOW THEY TRIED 
TO TAKE OVER THE 
FOREST, ALL OF THAT2 


ІМЕ-А LITTLE. I'VE 
HEARD A LITTLE BIT. 


de 
079% 


"| WAS THERE! WELL, I DIDN'T FIGHT, OF 
COURSE, ‘CAUSE, YKNOW, NOT IN A CLAN, 
RIGHT? BUT | SAW THE WHOLE THING!” 


“THERE WAS THIS HUGE BATTLE, CATS 
FIGHTING ALL OVER THE PLACE...” 


AND THE LEADER OF THE š % 
TWOLEGPLACE CATS, Ri 2 WELL, Z 2 
THIS CLAN LEADER, THIS BIG HUGE САТ, THAT'S TIGERSTAR-HE'S 

WAS ABOUT TO TRY TO KILL HIM... DESCRIBING TIGERSTAR'S 


AND HE JUMPED-BUT EVEN DEATH! 
THOUGH THE OTHER CAT WAS 
LITTLE, HE HAD SOME KIND OF 
CRAZY LONG CLAWS... 


2 


AND THE LITTLE ONE JUST 
RIPPED THAT BIG BROWN CLAN 
CAT RIGHT OPEN! ALMOST TORE 
HIM IN HALF! 


AND IT'S 0N THE FAR 
SIDE OF THE RIVER, SO 
YOU WON'T HAVE SO MUCH 


TROUBLE FINDING FOOD! 
«ВОТ | JUST HAD THE BEST 


IDEA! LISTEN, THERE'S THIS 
FARM! | KNOW THE CATS THERE, | CAN TAKE YOU 


! RE! ALL OF YOU! 
THEYRE REALLY FRIENDLY. WHAT Do Үйі SAY? 


| ARE WE REALLY 
IT SOUNDS GOOD. TOO | | BUT IT SOUNDS LIKE THE || 4 GOING TO A FARM, 
600D2 | DON'T KNOW RIGHT THING TO DO. GET 4 МАМА? 
қ ; THE KITS AWAY FROM У 7 
HERE..AWAY FROM ALL : 
THE MEMORIES, ALL THE y I DON'T KNOW, DO 
BAD LUCK. YOU THINK YOU САМ 
y > N WALK THAT FAR? 


WE CAN, WE CAN, 
MAMA! 


WERE STRONG! 
WERE PLENTY 
STRONG! LET'S GO! 


WELL, IT SOUNDS AS S 
IF THE DECISION'S THANK YOU, PINE. | 
BEEN MADE. OWE же ЕР FOR 


E 
FEELS GOOD TO MOV! 
AGAN. AND TO HAVE A PLAN. 


PINE AND | ARE BOTH VERY 
CAREFUL TO MAKE SURE WE 
GIVE THE CLAN TERRITORIES 

A WIDE BERTH... 


.. THOUGH | CAN'T HELP BUT 
BE CURIOUS ABOUT ONE I'VE 
NEVER SEEN BEFORE. 


WHAT'S OVER 
THERE, PINE2 


HMM? OH-THAT'S THE 
RIVERCLAN BORDER. 
THEY'RE BETTER THAN 
SOME CLAN CATS...BUT 
THEY'RE STILL 


| BET | COULD RUN ALL THE 
WAY ACROSS THE RIVER ON 


THOSE ROCKS AND NOT GET 


A BIT WET. 


r WE LEAVE THE RIVERCLAN TERRITOR 
ND US. AND EVENTUALLY PINE SPIES OUR 
DESTINATION AHEAD. 


“ 
y МЕРЕ ALMOST 
THERE! 


WHAT D | TELL 
YOW? HMMM? 


JUST CROSS THIS 
BRIDGE... 


SS 


= ll 


NL 
mi um: 


HE'S RIGHT. IT IS 
BEAUTIFUL. 


600D TO SEE 


PA BUT IMMEDIATELY | GET THE SENSE 


AND THE CATS DO LOOK - 
VERY HEALTHY HERE. Y PINE'S PERFECT FARM IS FAR 000000 
TO BE TRUE | 


AT LEAST FOR MY KITS AND ME. 


AND THIS IS THE BARN, i SEE? THERE'S YOUR OWN МІСЕ 
WHERE PRACTICALLY EVERYBODY E ЫБ Вар PIN 
SLEEPS. IT'S МІСЕ AND WARM, | CURLING DP WIT ISN 


ARE YOU SURE 
THIS IS А GOOD IDEA? 
IM GETTING THE 
FEELING WE MIGHT NOT 
BE AS WELCOME HERE 
AS YOU'D LIKE. 


WHAT RE YOU TALKING N | 
ABOUT? IT'S GREAT HERE, : : ies e E 


YOU'LL LOVE IT! 


WELL, М GOING TO GO NOW. 


—— GOT MY OWN LIFE TO GET 
BACK TO, Y'KNOW? 
I'M JUST REALLY, 
TRULY HAPPY FOR YOU AND 


THE LITTLE ONES. YOU'RE 
GOING TO BE OKAY NOW. 


PINE. GOOD- 
BYE. 


| 9k. HOPE ін WRONG, I HOPE ртт 
| IMWRONG, IDO.BUTIDONT | LOOK AT TH | 
THINK | AN, МЯ RAGGED AND DIRTY WE MUST монеи 


Ў? WE RESPECT PINE. WE VE 
KNOWN НІМ FOR A LONG TIME. 
BUT YOU AND YOUR FLEA- 
BITTEN BROOD? 


MY KITS AND | ARE 
GOING TO LEAVE AN 
IMPRESSION FIRST. 


AS IF WED SHARE OUR Y 
HUNTING GROLINDS 
WITH YOU. WE WANT 


YOU GONE. 
AND JUST TO 
SURE YOu: DON 


SEE, MY KITS 
ARE STRONG. 
HEALTHY. 


IF YOU KNEW... 
ANYTHING... ABOUT 
MOTHERHOOD... 


... YOUD KNOW 
BETTER THAN TO 
HURT MY KITS! 


SHE DOESNT EVEN TRY 
TO DEFEND. IT'S OBVIOUS 
SHE'S HAD NO TRAINING 
WHATSOEVER. 


BUT STARING DOWN AT 
HER, | REALIZE IT JUST 
WOULDN'T BE FAIR. 


SHE HITS THE GROUND, AND 
KNOW | COULD DO IT. RIGHT 
NOW. | COULD END THIS 
WORTHLESS EXCUSE FOR 
A CAT. 5 


Pay 


W No SURPRISES FOLLOW MY CONFRONTATION 
N WITH THAT USELESS BARN CAT. MY KITS AND 
I GET THROWN OFF THE FARM AT ONCE. 


BECAUSE, FOR WHATEVER REASON, IT'S 
BECOME CLEAR TO ME WHAT WE NEED TO DO, 
AND WHERE WE NEED TO DO IT. 
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WONT THEY BE 
MAD AT US FOR 
SNOOPING, MAMA? 


| DON'T WANT 
ANYBODY ELSE MAD 
AT US. AND HAWK'S 

EAR HURTS. 


IT'S NOT THAT 


BAD, MOTH. 
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OUR WHOLE PLAN HAS GONE UP IN SMOKE... 
HAWK AND MOTH ARE TERRIFIED AND 
MISERABLE...YET | FEEL STRANGELY CALM. 


MAMA! MAMA, ISN'T THIS 
WHERE THE RIVERCLAN 


THE TWO OF YOU 
NEED TO BE QUIET 
NOW, AND LISTEN (T'S TIME TO TELL. 
VERY CAREFULLY. 

> YOU ABOUT YOUR 


FATHER. 


HIS NAME WAS 
TIGERSTAR. 
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"HE WAS A GREAT, 
STRONG WARRIOR. HE 
WAS THE LEADER OF | ; 
.[ НЕОЖСЕҒОЦ 
TO SAVE My Upon | 


“AND HE WAS THE 
BRAVEST CAT | 
EVER MET.” 


HEARING ABOUT THEIR I 
FATHER IS HELPING THEM. Шыт E 
THAT MUCH IS OBVIOUS. WHAT'S COMING NEXT. ` 


NOW LISTEN... 
THIS IS VERY 


Š &/ ANDI KNOW HE 
WHERE WERE GOING, 52671 WOULD BE VERY 
YOU MIGHT HEAR STORIES Se: 7 , >=, PROUD OF You, 
ABOUT HIM ONE DAY. BUT 2/35 ; 
ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT 
| LOVED HIM. 


WHAT STORIES? CAN 
WE-ARE WE GOING TO TIGERSTAR 
SEE TIGERSTAR NOW2 IS DEAD. 


AND YOU HAVE 
TO PROMISE ME-PROMISE 
ME!-THAT YOU'LL NEVER 
MENTION HIS NAME TO ANY 
OTHER CAT. 


BUT, 


МАМА, WHY- | MEAN IT. THIS IS 
OUR SECRET. DO 
YOU PROMISE? 


I AM LEOPARDSTAR, 
LEADER OF RIVERCLAN. 
y0U ARE TRESPASSING ON 
RIVERCLAN TERRITORY, 


ГМ NOT CRAZY ABOUT 
THIS WHOLE IDEA...BUT 

LL DO ANYTHING TO 
PROVIDE А 5000 НОМЕ | 


FOR MY LITTLE ONES. 


WHO ARE YOU? 
AND WHAT DO 
YOU WANT? 
AND SINCE THE FARM IS OUT OF 


THE QUESTION NOW, IT'S NOT AS IF | 
WE HAVE А LOT OF CHOICES. | 


THESE ARE MY KITS, 
_HAWK AND MOTH. 


OFFER YOURSELVES UP... 
РҒАН! DON'T TRY TO | COULDN'T DISAGREE 


PUT A PRETTY FACE ON MORE, BLACKCLAW, 
IT. YOU JUST WANT THE | 
CLANS PROTECTION, 


ы HOW САМ 


LEOPARDSTAR, WE DONT WE TURN THIS 
NEED ANOTHER DRAIN POOR THING AWAY2 
ON OUR RESOURCES. ESPECIALLY AFTER 
YOU SHOULD GET RIDOF ; LOSING ONE OF 
HER KITS2 


YOU KNOW. THE CLAN NEEDS, 
NEW WARRIORS. THE NUR - 
IS NEARLY EMPTY! WE HAVE TO 21155000 LUCK THAT | 

INK OF THE CLAN HERE. «2 
Zum CA THESE ROGUES TO US! 


YOUR YOUNG ONES |, 
MAY BE SKIN AND BONE... | 
MORE THAN A LITTLE RAGCED.. is THiS Te LLY ar 
OOK STRONG. i И 
BUT THEY L ca aa 


THEYRE NEARLY SIX 
MOONS, YES? READY TO 
BE APPRENTICED. 


FEEL AS WE CROSS OVER 
THE WATER. 


| IS THAT ISLAND 
| OUR NEW HOME? | 


EVEN THOUGH IT DOESNT LOOK THE 
SAME, THIS PLACE REMINDS ME SO MUCH 
OF SHADOWCLAN. 


WELCOME TO 
RIVERCLAN! 


IS THAT A GOOD 7 
THING? | HOPE SO. AS A LITTLE LIKE A 
: & WHIRLWIND, ALL THE NEW 
CATS, ALL THE NEW NAMES. |__| 


FIRST IS RIVERCLANS É ZU) NASTY LITTLE RIP 


; YOU HAVE THERE, 
MEDICINE CAT, MUDFUR. Ё b+ HAWK. 


IT DOESN'T HURT. “ 
ІМ TOUGH, IM NOT 
SCARED! 


KEEP THIS COBWEB ON 
IT..AND I'LL GET YOU 
ALL SOME POPPY SEEDS 
TO HELP YOU SLEEP. 


MISTYFOOT LOOKS AFTER 
THE KITS. | LIKE HER RIGHT 
AWAY. 
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"THERE YOU 60..! ВЕТ 


YOU'RE TIRED, AREN'T YOU? 
JUST TUCK RIGHT IN. 
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NEXT STOP, THE NURSERY, ` 
THE ONE STORMFUR TALKED 
ABOUT BEING NEARLY EMPTY, | 


AND IN THE MORNING, MY HEART IS SO 
“ҒАУ WITH GRIEF AND LONELINESS, IT 
FEELS LIKE A STONE IN MY CHEST. 
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LEDPARDSTAR HAS a ACLAN % LEOPARDSTAR. 
TODAY WE WELCOME 
THREE NEW ADDITIONS TO 
RIVERCLAN! 4 


HAWK AND MOTH 
ARE STILL TOO YOUNG, 
BUT ACCORDING TO OUR 
BEFORE | EVEN REALIZE WHAT'S TRADITIONS... 
HAPPENING, MISTYFOOT BRINGS 
HAWK AND MOTH TO ME... 


SASHA, YOU NOW HAVE 
THE CHANCE TO GAIN. YOUR 
OWN WARRIOR NAME. 


WELL, YES, THAT'S QUITE 
ALL RIGHT. THERE'LL BE 
PLENTY OF TIME FOR SUCH 
THINGS. 


I SAY I'M NOT READY, BUT 
IT'S A LIE. | CANNOT TAKE A 
WARRIOR NAME. 


IT'S PANFULLY OBVIOUS 
THAT MY DECISION ISN'T 
A POPULAR ONE. 


„SOME OF THEM WHISPER LOUDLY 
ENOUGH FOR ME TO HEAR THE 
WORDS. 


OUTSIDERS. HOW DO 
WE KNOW THEYLL BE 
LOYAL? 


THEY COULD BE 
BLOODCLAN SPIES! 
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AND AS IF THE L. 
GET ARENT ENOUGH, 


LUCKILY FOR US, THE SUSPICION | 
ONLY LASTS A LITTLE WAL 
SOON WE START TO SETTLEN, | 
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| AN | 
(9 Al AM NIN a 
Sa б; Хуа)! | 


AND IT'S МОТ LONG BEFORE IM 


INVITED TO GO HUNTING. 


AND ALMOST IMMEDI 
THAT, LEOPARDSTAR Makro EP 


ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE CLAN; 


HAWK AND MOTH ARE BECOMING 
APPRENTICE WARRIORS. 


IT'S EXACTLY WHAT | UNTIL YOUR APPRENTICESHIP 
WANTED FOR THEM. "ENDS, YOU WILL BE CALLED 
BY YOUR NEW CLAN NAMES. 


HEBE...LIKE THIS. 
WATCH YOUR 


Амр HOW TO WATCH AND Ë ! THEY EVEN SWIM WELL..WHICH 
MAINTAIN THE BORDER OF у IS CRUCIAL, SINCE SO MUCH OF 
RIVERCLAN TERRITORY. х RIVERCLAN'S DIET 15 FISH. 


BUT THEY HARDLY GET STARTED 
IN THEIR APPRENTICESHIP BEFORE 
THINGS HIT A SERIOUS SNAG. 


TIGERSTAR! ГМ GONNA 
TAKE OVER THE 
FOREST AND KILL 
EVERYBODY! 


RRHOWR/OH NO, 
I'VE BEEN GUTTED! 
LIKE A FISH! 


TAKE THAT! AND 
THAT! AND THAT! 


THAT KIT...HE'S 
PRETENDING TO BE... 
OUR ҒАТНЕР...2 


WHYD HE SAY 
THAT ABOUT KILLIN’ 
EVERYBODY? 


EST YOU 
HAVE TO CALM 
DOWN! 


BUT THEY WERE 

ACTING LIKE 
TIGERSTAR WAS BAD, „НЕ WASN'T REALLY 
AND MEAN, AND BAD AND MEAN, WAS 
ee HE, MAMAZ WAS HE2 


NOW, YOU BOTH 
PROMISED ME YOU'D 
NEVER SAY ANYTHING 
ABOUT HIM TO ANYBODY. 
DIDN'T YOU? 


THEY SAY NASTY 
THINGS ABOUT HIM, 


BUT THESE CATS 
ONLY SAW ONE SIDE 
OF TIGERSTAR, THATS 


WELL, PROMISE 
ME AGAIN. DO YOU 
PROMISE THAT THIS 
WILL STAY OUR 
SECRET? PROMISE ME. ABS 
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AN А 
DAYS G0 BY, AND MY 
INSIDES TWIST UP TIGHTER 
AND TIGHTER..AND THEN 
ONE MORNING IT ALL GETS 
EVEN WORSE. 
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АТ THIS! 


THAT WAS А GOOD 
ONE! IT FLIPPED UP 


| THINK IT'S A BONE. 
HEY, ТНЕРЕ5 A LOT 
OF THEM! 


OOH, WATCH THIS | 
ONE ROLL! 


B 
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| CAN ONLY IMAGINE WHAT EVERYONE 
THOUGHT WHEN THEY SAW МУ KITS, 
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YOU HAVE TO 
UNDERSTAND-ALL OF YOU-THAT 
THAT AREA OF THE CAMP IS 
ABANDONED FOR A REASON. 


WHAT YOU FOUND, 
CHILDREN, WERE THE 
A REMNANTS OF TIGERSTAR'S 
/ HILL ОҒ BONES. 


THAT'S WHERE HE ` 


FORCED HALFCLAN 
CATS TO FIGHT EACH 
OTHER TO THE DEATH 


I WAS GOING TO FIGURE OUT 
SOME REASON NOT TO 60 TO THE 


LEOPARDSTAR EXPLAINS THINGS 
TO US FOR A LONG TIME. ABOUT 
HOW MUCH PAIN AND SUFFERING 
TIGERSTAR HAD CAUSED THEM. 


| HAD NO IDEA HE WAS SO 
CLOSELY INVOLVED WITH 
RIVERCLAN. 


ІМ RELIEVED-AND PROLID-THAT 
NEITHER OF MY KITS MAKES A SOUND 
WHILE LEOPARDSTAR TELLS US 

THESE THINGS. 


GATHERING, 


NOW I KNOW W 


EC 
AWKPAW AN 
HERE, E00 VULNERABLE. 


| HAVE TO TELL YOU BOTH 
SOMETHING. AND IT'S NOT GOING 
TO BE EASY TO HEAR. 


WE CANT STAY IN 
RIVERCLAN. WE HAVE TO 
LEAVE, AND 60 BACK TO 

LIVING IN THE WOODS. 
IT'S NOT SAFE HERE 
ANYMORE. 


| DON'T LOOK FORWARD TO 
TELLING THEM. 


NO! NO! | DON'T WANT TO LEAVE! 
| WANT TO STAY, AND BE A 
WARRIOR! MAMA-MAMA, DONT 
MAKE ME LEAVE...! 


IF HE 
5ТАУ5..! NEED TO 
STAY, TOO. 


WE WON'T MENTION 
TIGERSTAR'S NAME. 


AND...IF WE DONT TELL... 
HOW ELSE WOULD ANY 
CAT FIND OUT WHO OUR 

FATHER WAS? 


I START TO TELL THEM WEVE 
GOT NO CHOICE, AND THAT WERE 
LEAVING, NO MATTER WHAT... 
WHEN IT HITS ME. 


NO ONE WILL EVER KNOW 
TIGERSTAR IS THEIR FATHER...IF 
I'M NOT AROUND FOR ANYONE TO 

RECOGNIZE. 
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ONLY ОМЕ САТ IN THE ҒОРЕ5Т 
KNOWS THE TRUTH. AND | TRUST 
RUSSETFUR NOT TO 
SAY ANYTHING. 


AND SO THE SAFEST PLACE... 
FOR MY KITS TO BE...IS AWAY 
FROM ME. 


| HAVE TO TALK TO 
LEOPARDSTAR IMMEDIATELY 


WELL, LEOPARDSTAR... u 
гм SORRY, THIS WN 
ндар ое мето зу ИЕ ey A] |/ | DONT WANT TO LOSE 


OWE YOU SO MUCH. : Ж YOU, SASHA. BUT... WITH ALL THE 
BUT LIVING BY THE 8 | KNOW MY CATS. SUSPICIONS AMONG THEM Y 
WARRIOR CODE ISNT W NOW, | DON'T KNOW THAT |} 
2 YOU'D HAVE EVER BEEN 


FOR ME. HAWKPAW AND Й 
MOTHPAW WILL ST. 


Me ъл 


Y0U HAVE МУ 
Р APPROVAL ТО БЕЛЕ 
| THINK IT WOULD AND MY THANKS.. J 
r: BEST THAT 1 60. LETTING THE TWO LITTLE _ 


ONES STAY WITH US. 


IT'S KILLING ME TO LEAVE 
THEM BEHIND. 


..BECAUSE THEIR 
FATHER'S BLOOD RUNS 
IN THEIR VEINS, 


BUT | KNOW THEY'LL 
BE STRONG... 


AND EVEN THOUGH HE LEFT ME 
IN MY DREAMS, AT THIS MOMENT | 
CAN FEEL HIM...TIGERSTAR...SITTING 
RIGHT BEHIND ME. 


"THEY WILL MAKE GREAT 
WARRIORS. AND | WILL WATCH 
OVER THEM FOREVER,” 


| "PROMISE! [3 


